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Our shiur began with the Mishnah at the end of daf Ty x>
2.

0TS nywa mom 0w mray vhw by -

Women sometimes die in childbirth -

2N NPT AON2 AT MY PRY YV - for not being careful in
the Halachos of Niddah, Challah and lighting Shabbos
candles.

As Rashi explains later, these Mitzvos are generally the
responsibility of the woman.

The Gemara explains the connection of the punishment and
the sin as follows:

Regarding Niddah;

1302 °77M2 APbN 32705 ,mIva TNa ORORp R -

Since she failed to properly observe the laws concerning her
womb, she is stricken through her womb.

However, in order to explain the other two causes, the
Gemara cites the following:

RTOM 277 5V W37 RY9) R - A man from the Galil
darshened before Rav Chisda:

DONR TR 07 POY YV ,033 NN 0T IPY*27 7173p7 IR -
Hashem said to Klal Yisrael: I have put a minimum of a
reviis of blood within you to sustain you, and correspond-
ingly I have warned you regarding matters of the blood,
meaning Niddah.

DONR TR PWRI POY 5V, 000K IR MUK -

I'have called you - the first - therefore I have warned you
regarding Challah which is also called - the first, as the posuk
states - DOMO’ I MWK,

DONR "N 93 °POY YV 73 7PIp 031 NMY v -

The Neshama that I have placed in you is called a Ner - as it
says DTR Npw1 ' 7 - so have I warned you regarding matters
of lamps, which is Shabbos lights.

Hashem thus says to Klal Yisrael: If you observe these laws,
fine, but if you do not

DonPWI NR Su1°10 - T will take your souls.
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Hashem thus says to Klal Yisrael
If you observe these laws FINE

if you do not
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The Gemara however asks:

1075 nYywa Riw 'R» - Why are women vulnerable to retribu-
tion for these sins specifically during childbirth, more than at
other times?

To which the Gemara answers, by citing several common
sayings that all convey the concept that one requires extra
merit to survive when in a state of danger.

As Rashi adds, 0015 7om31 -

During childbirth, a woman is in need of special protection -
on the level of miracles. At such times one’s deeds are
carefully examined by the Heavenly court - thus rendering
her more vulnerable to punishment if she is guilty of any one
ofthese three sins.

Similarly, Resh Lakish said that the deeds of men are
carefully examined when in a dangerous situation, such as
traveling or crossing a bridge, etc.

Likewise, R’ Yannai said:

11150 DIPPI DR T’ SR 05S -

A person should never stand in a dangerous place - in the
belief that Hashem will perform a miracle for him, for
perhaps he will not merit a miracle. Moreover,

PPN O P, 0315 U DR - Even if a miracle is performed
for him, it comes at the cost of z’chusim being deducted from
his account.

R’ Chanin added that we find that Yaakov Avinu was
concerned about this, for he said: nR 5om o 70M7 Y21 NIOR
- My merits have been diminished by all the kindness and
miracles that Y ou Hashem have performed for me.

The Gemara says, however, that if one has the merit of

D2 DwYM NN - repentance and good deeds, these merits
have the power to save him, for the Baraisa says:

AT 51 TARY, AN PHY DTN YOI DYWM MIRD VWD 19OR
21903 -

Even if there are 999 Heavenly prosecutors claiming that he is
guilty, and there is but one defending angel citing his merits,
the person will be saved, as the posuk says:

9oR *P» TR 7on - One defending advocate, out of a
thousand.
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Returning to the Mishnah'’s point about 3 sins that could
cause a woman'’s death, the Gemara cites a Braisa that
mentions additional sins that could cause

mTor Mnn 0'ws - women to die in childbirth, OR

mTY M D'WwI - women to die at a young age -

On account of their desecrating the Shabbos by washing the
soiled clothes of their children on Shabbos.

RITR WTIPA IR PIPW HY DR W -

And some say that they can incur this punishment because
they habitually refer to the wpi X in shul merely as a
closet - failing to give it the respect it deserves.

The Gemara goes on to discuss other sins - according to
various opinions - that may cause the death of one’s family
members.

DR YW TWR AL 0773 Y2 -A man’s wife could die because of
his sin of not fulfilling his vows.

DN 032 077 1 -A person’s children could die young on
account of his unfilled vows.

The Gemara then cites a dispute between R’ Chiya bar Abba
and R’ Yose regarding this matter:

One said;

7N 51072 w1 - because of the sin of bittul Torah, and one
said; nnd Y1 - because of one’s neglect of the mitzvah of
mezuzah.

The Gemara explains that these two Amoroim base their
opinions on the fact that the posuk - 0332 031> 127 w105 -
so as to prolong your days and the days of your children - is
written after speaking about teaching children Torah and of
affixing mezuzos to the doorposts. One holds that the
promise of prolonging the days of one’s children is linked to
the mitzvah of mezuzah which is stated immediately before
this posuk, and the other Amorah holds that it is linked to the
study of Torah which is stated two pesukim earlier.

The Gemara then cites a macholkes between R’ Meir and R’
Y ehudah regarding this matter: One attributes the death of
one’s children - 7 w1 - to the neglect of the mitzvah of
mezuzah, whereas the other Tanna attributes it - 33 pva - to
the neglect of the mitzvah of tzitzis - and the Gemara cites
the source of each opinion.
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Another Braisa attributes the death of children to oin nRyw -
baseless hatred for others.

The Gemara also says that the blessing of abundant rain and
crops or lack thereof is dependent upon separating ,75n
mIwYm Mn properly.

The Posuk states regarding Challah - 71 5% 7572 17375 - to
bring Blessing into your home.

Regarding the separation of Maaser the Posuk says:

DPWA MR 035 NNOR R DR MpPIX /7 0K DRI RI 71N

7753 7Y 1972 025 "M - Hashem says: Test me with the
mitzvah of separating Maasros, whether I will open for you
the windows of the sky and pour out blessings for you
without limit. And Rami bar Rav said in the name of Rav that
-»7°517v - should be interpreted as,

T DYMNOW 192w TV - until your lips will wear out from
exclaiming - ENOUGH - because of the abundance of
blessings!
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